
Young People - The FUTURE of our game. 



Introduction
New Zealand Golf is the whole of 
sport leadership body responsible for 
leading and supporting the growth of 
the game.  

The future strategic focus of New 
Zealand Golf for the period through 
to 2025 is principally focused on 
inspiring more New Zealanders to 
participate in golf, especially women 
and girls and young people (5-18 
years).

To help New Zealand Golf on its 
journey to inspire more young 
people to play the game, a Junior 
Advisory Group was formed in order 
to advocate for young New Zealanders 
and provide recommendations to 
New Zealand Golf on how it should 
approach the future with regard to 
young people in golf. The advisory 
group is made up of individuals 
with expertise in young people, golf, 
health, sport, sport development, 
programme development, coaching 
and marketing.

The recommendations made by the 
experts from the Junior Advisory 
Group have become our guiding 
principles:
 
• Young people playing their 

version of golf.

• A network of facilities that are 
attractive to young people and 
engages them easily.

• Systems that enable young people 

to grow their love for golf and keep 
them coming back for more. 

• Coaches who meet the needs of 
young people they are working 
with.  

• A cohesive structure that uses the 
best resources.

 



Young People in Golf
Our new strategy for young people in golf is the culmination of years of learning, consultation, listening to our young people and 
parent’s experiences in golf, and scanning good practice at home and abroad.

Goals

A network of facilities that are attractive to young people and engages them easily.

A skilled and passionate workforce of coaches, administrators and volunteers who understand the wants and needs of young people.

Pathways for young people to start playing golf and support them to reach their level of aspirations.

A cohesive structure that utilises the best resources and partnerships.

A new perception and increased profile for golf as a sport of choice for young people.

Empowering young people to play their version of golf.



One of the core recommendations 
from the Junior Advisory Group 
was to create a new brand for 
young people. 

The thinking was to create a sense 
of belonging and community 
that would connect with the 
existing LOVE Golf campaign - 
highlighting its key attributes of 
being fun, youthful, cool, and a 
little bit edgy. 

At its core, a brand is a promise 
to consumers. It’s the promise of 
what will consumers get when 
they interact with a product or 
service. 

The Brand Story
While brand promises are 
important, we wanted the new 
brand for young people in 
golf be more than just tangible 
programmes, services or events. 

We want to create something 
special that reflects the voice 
of young people, speaks to the 
passion we have for the game and 
for the role golf can play in the 
future of New Zealand.

We want our new brand  
to be about:

• The future of our young people; 
• The future of our clubs and golf 

facilities; 
• The future of our families; 
• The future of our country; and 
• The FUTURE of our game. 



FUTURES is about enriching the lives of young people by creating experiences 
that inspire a lifelong love of golf.

Our firm belief is that if we can create a lifelong love of golf in young people, the 
future of our country will be in good hands.

Futures is here to inspire the next generation of golfers but also 
has a much wider appeal and impact for the future of golf, our 
communities and our country.

More positive experiences for young people playing golf will 
give them the motivation, confidence and skills to play and be 
active for life, contributing to healthier, happier futures.

Golf is a sport that teaches valuable life skills like honesty, 
respect, teamwork and perseverance creating a pathway for 
young people to become future leaders.

The opportunity to learn and play the game together is about 
creating a positive impact on family life, memories to cherish 
that will be carried long into the future.

This is why it’s more than a game, it’s an investment into 
brighter futures.



Brand Attributes
• The striking colour of the shoes aims to 

capture the imagination of young people 
to highlight that golf is a game for all, 
regardless of gender, age, size, fitness level 
or ethnicity.

• Replacing the ‘r’ with a forwards arrow 
symbolises the role of technology in the 
lives of young people, courage to take 
action and to push play on being active. 

• The motion of the ball rolling forwards 
represents young people’s aspirations for 
the future and to keep moving forward, no 
matter what.



New Zealand Golf aims to sustain the positive momentum that has been created by the Junior Advisory Group and through a progressive 
roll-out of a variety of initiatives over the next five years will:

Brighter Futures

Lead a participant-
centred approach 
and focus on 
meeting the needs 
and expectations of 
young people.

Focus on the six key 
goals outlined in this 
document to create 
long-term systemic 
change.

Bring together a 
network of golf 
clubs, golf facilities, 
PGA Professionals, 
coaches, teachers 
and volunteers who 
all share the same 
mission of growing 
young people’s love 
of the game.

Be accountable 
for results and 
seek continuous 
improvement by 
learning, listening 
and be prepared to 
refine our approach.



What does success look like? By 2023:

Goal 1  
A new perception and increased profile for golf as a sport of 
choice for young people.

Futures is 
increasing 
the positive 
perceptions of 
golf amongst 
young people 
and parents 
as a fun, family 
friendly and 
flexible sport that 
can be played for 
life.

Young people 
are learning and 
developing life 
skills and values 
through playing 
golf.

Establish the 
Futures Leaders, 
a selected group 
of 12-18 year olds 
who will represent 
the voice of 
young people in 
golf and will help 
shape the future 
of the game.

Golf is recognised 
as a sport that 
values diversity, 
promotes 
inclusion and 
opportunities 
for golfers with a 
disability.

Technology 
is enhancing 
the overall golf 
experience.



Initiative 
Futures Community
The Futures Community will connect with thousands of young golfers across the country and you don’t have to be a golf club member.

Players will

• Be in the chance to win an opportunity to be at the New Zealand Women’s Open and New Zealand Open.
• Prize draws and monthly giveaways.
• Receive a monthly newsletter to hear about everything Futures.

Futures Festival of Golf will occur during Youth Golf Month 
and will be held across every region in New Zealand.

The event aims to inspire kids, parents and families to give 
golf a go and provides an opportunity for young golfers 
who already play a chance to test their skills in a variety of 
fun formats and challenges!

Youth Golf Month will be a promotional platform that 
empowers golf clubs, PGA Professionals, golf retailers 
and golf facilities across the country to play their role in 
growing the game.

lovegolf.co.nz will act as the centralised website and 
registration platform for thousands of visitors to find out 
about events.

Youth Golf Month Futures Festival of Golf



LOVE Golf Stories

We want to empower young girls and 
inspire them to dream big! 

We aim to create opportunities for girls 
to make learning the game more fun, 
social, and relaxed for those who are just 
starting out, or just want to play golf with 
other girls who share a similar interest in 
the game.

Research has shown that the opportunity 
for girls to learn and play in all-girl 
environments can help build confidence, 
make them feel more comfortable and 
gives them a space where they are free to 
be themselves. 

Each year, Samoa High Commission 
hosts an event to raise funds to 
contribute towards encouraging more 
young Pacifica to learn to play golf. The 
funds are invested towards coaching, 
providing access to the driving range, 
purchasing equipment and subsidizing 
membership, travel and tournament fees.

Dudley Talamau Asi hopes the initiative 
will inspire more Pacifica to be involved 
in the game and be a sport they can play 
for life. 

What started on a Sunday afternoon with 
two players has grown to over 30. Every 
Saturday, Ray Tuffin, a volunteer coach, 
organises opportunities for young people 
with a physical or intellectual disability 
to play golf and has welcomed those 
with autism, aspergers, brain trauma 
and amputees. The programme is free 
and relies on generous donations and 
equipment from club members. 

Mornington Golf Club embraces the No 
Exceptions philosophy and is one of the 
only sports clubs that caters specifically 
for disabilities and has an expanding 
offering for sports and activities.  

She Loves Golf Wellington Samoan Junior Golf 
Academy

All Abilities



What does success look like? By 2023:

Goal 2  
Pathways for young people to start playing golf and support 
them to reach their level of aspirations.

Accessible and 
affordable 
introductory 
opportunities for 
young people to 
experience golf.

Young people 
have links between 
introductory 
experiences and 
opportunities to 
progress to play on 
course.

Young people have 
a wide variety of 
opportunities to 
play golf for fun, 
social reasons and 
recreation as part 
of an active, health 
lifestyle.

Young people have 
a wide variety of 
opportunities to play 
golf as a competitive 
sport.



Initiative 
Start the adventure of a lifetime
Futures has three progressive stages to inspire a lifelong love of the game. Each stage has offerings for coaching, playing formats, events and 
experiences to support young people to learn at their own pace and are appropriate for their stage of development.

New players who are starting their journey in golf 
have the opportunity to learn new skills, have 

fun, make new friends and can just have a go at 
smashing balls, hitting targets and  

watching it fly!

Young golfers who are growing a love for the 
game, have the opportunity to learn valuable life 
skills through golf and develop their confidence 

and skills on modified course lengths.

Young golfers who have aspirations to develop 
their skills as a player, loves the game for the 

personal challenge and variety of competitive 
opportunities but also for those who enjoy being 

outdoors and playing for fun with their friends 
and family.



What does success look like? By 2023:

Goal 3  
Empowering young people to play their version of golf.

Young people have 
opportunities to 
experience hybrid 
games of golf such as 
Footgolf, Speedgolf, 
Frisbee Golf, Mini 
Golf, SNAG Golf, Long 
Drive.

Young people have 
opportunities to play 
golf as a team or 
individual sport.

Young people have 
opportunities to play 
golf with their family 
and whanau.

Young people have 
the opportunities 
to play a variety of 
traditional formats 
and new shorter 
formats of the game.



Initiative 
Futures Team Golf
Futures Team Golf brings friends and families together and 
provides young golfers the opportunity to work as a team in a 
fast and fun format in a relaxed environment.  

Open to boys and girls of all ages and skill levels, young golfers 
play in groups of four on a shortened length course over six or 
nine holes.  

Ambrose format allows each player to hit a shot and between 
them, decide which ball the best positioned ball to hit next until 
it goes in the hole.  

The ‘It’s OK Rules’ make it simple for golfers who are starting to 
play on course.  

• Get stuck in a bunker? Throw it out! 
• Swing and miss? Don’t worry, it doesn’t count! 
• Want to hit it high? You can tee it up from anywhere!   

Players have the option of creating their own teams and are also 
placed into teams to encourage new friendships to develop.  

Each team works their way through various on-course and off-
course challenges to compete in on the day.   

• Monster Drive.   
• Closest to Pin.   
• Best Dressed Team.  

Grandparents and parents play a vital role on the day too, 
having a role as a caddy or just being there to show their 
support and let the kids play.  



Futures Family Team Golf
Why sit on the side lines when you could be part of the action?  

94% of parents surveyed said they wanted to play golf with their 
children. 

That’s how Futures Family Team Golf was born.  

Teams of four can be made up of a mix of mum, dad or 
grandparents playing alongside their children over 9 holes.   
Forward tees make the golf course shorter and an Ambrose 
format makes it simple for all ages and skill levels to play 
together, a fast and fun activity for the whole family.  

The perfect way to be outdoors in nature, be active and spend 
quality time with loved ones.  

The golf, socialising and relaxed clubhouse atmosphere creates 
memories to last a lifetime.  

The pilot started to finish off the season in a way that would 
involve parents in their children’s golf and has shown promise 
as its own unique series of events.  

“I’m 68 years old. When they see me hit a golf ball, for some 
reason, they think I’m cool. This is special for me. It’s a chance 
to connect with my grandchildren and watch them grow.” 

 



What does success look like? By 2023:

Goal 4  
A network of facilities that are attractive to young people and 
engages them easily.

Establish a 
nationwide network 
of LOVE Golf Futures 
Clubs and LOVE Golf 
Futures Hubs. 

Every Futures Club 
has installed Forward 
Tee Markers as a way 
to create a shorter, 
fun and positive golf 
experience for young 
people and parents 
to learn and play the 
game together.

Facilities such as golf 
clubs, driving ranges, 
mini-golf and pitch & 
putt are introducing 
new golfers and are 
venues where young 
people and parents 
can learn and play 
the game together.

Opportunities to 
play golf beyond 
the traditional golf 
course setting, such 
as parks, open 
spaces and schools 
are available and 
connected to Futures 
Clubs.



Initiative network of facilities that are attractive to  
Establishing a nationwide network of Futures Clubs
A Futures Club is a golf club who has made the commitment to inspire the future generation of golfers.

Rather than being a tick box exercise, being a Futures Club is about working in partnership with New Zealand Golf, raising the standard and making 
continuous improvements in six key areas:

It’s not an exhaustive list, however aims to provide guidance for a club to get started and lays the foundations for future growth.

Futures Clubs will receive support and guidance from New Zealand Golf and be able to access a variety of benefits such promoting their venue and 
programmes on lovegolf.co.nz, being part of a national campaign, access to heaps of marketing collateral, give-aways for players and Futures Club 
Kit, an interactive resource to help golf clubs start or grow youth and family participation.    

Creating 
a safe, 
welcoming 
and friendly 
environment 
for young 
people.

Affordable 
membership 
options for 
young people 
and families.

Forward tees 
for young 
people and 
parents to 
learn and 
play together.

Positive 
coaching 
experiences.

Regular 
playing 
opportunities 
for all levels 
of ability.

People who 
are invested in 
the outcomes 
of young 
people.



Initiative 
Futures Hub Network
What’s unique about a Futures Hub?

Existing hubs across 
New Zealand 

Bay of Islands* Geyserland

Rivercity*

Wakatipu
Dunedin

Think of it as a collection of Futures Clubs on supercharge.
They help tackle some of the common challenges we’re all 
aware of like

• a lack of volunteers;

• lack of direction; and

• limited opportunities for young golfers to play with 
others of a similar age and ability.

Instead of tackling these challenges alone, the 
characteristics of a Futures Hub includes:

• Sharing the responsibility of growing youth 
participation.

• Providing young people access to a variety of golf 
courses.

• Regular playing opportunities for young people of 
similar ages.

• Regular opportunities for coaching.

• Affordable and consistent pricing across New Zealand.

• Reducing the burden on golf clubs available course 
times and volunteers.

• Dedicated people who are accountable towards growing 
youth participation.

*In discussions



Initiative
Futures for Schools
Futures for Schools provides teacher training, SNAG equipment and learning 
experiences that spark a love for the game. 

Starting New at Golf (SNAG) equipment makes golf fun and safe in any 
environment, indoors and outdoors on grass, hard courts or artificial turf. The 
larger club head size, soft tennis balls and colourful velcro targets make sure there 
is always a memorable moment.   

In school games and activities are designed to ensure every child has positive 
early experiences and can learn at their own pace.  

Through creativity, problem solving and decision making, students are tasked 
with creating their own courses, obstacles, hazards, and rules to empower them 
to play their own version of the game and which complements their experiences 
in structured coaching. Resources such as game cards are designed for teachers 
and students to create their own opportunities for play during school, after school 
and lunch time.  

Beyond the experiences held within schools, there are opportunities for young 
people to connect with a network of Futures Clubs, where they can continue to 
progress to play on course, learn more through coaching or join as a golf club 
member.  

Futures for Schools is flexible to meet the needs of the school and community.  

Wellington - Ready, set golf! Schools are involved in four taster sessions before 
students are invited to have a fun day at their nearest golf course to play 4 holes, 
all transport and equipment are provided. 

Southland - Southland Primary School Tournament attracts over 500 school 
aged children each year with over half being new to the sport. 

Auckland - An exciting new project will provide have a go days for over 2,000 
school aged children, establish 6 after-school clubs and connect these young 
people and their parents to a series of park activations over the summer. 



What does success look like? By 2023:

Goal 5  
A skilled and passionate workforce of coaches, administrators 
and volunteers who understand the wants and needs of young 
people.

Continuous 
education and 
development 
opportunities 
are available for 
everyone through 
online modules, 
workshops, and 
peer-to-peer 
learning.

A rewards and 
recognition plan 
is in place to 
retain coaches, 
volunteers and 
administrators.

Grow the number 
of Futures 
Coaches to 
inspire more 
young people to 
play golf.

Support and 
guidance for key 
adult influencers 
to recognise the 
impact they have 
on young person’s 
enjoyment and 
love of golf.

Value of coaching 
is recognised 
as more than 
developing 
physical and 
technical skills but 
also contributing 
to the wider 
benefits of a 
young person’s 
cognitive, social 
and emotional 
development.



Initiative 
Futures Resource Hub
The Futures Resource Hub aims to create a place for you to learn and provide you with the help so you do what you do best - grow the game. 

The Futures Club Kit is a resource designed to support golf 
clubs who are part of the LOVE Golf Futures network.

Club Managers, board members and volunteers will have 
access to comprehensive resources, tools, templates, case 
studies and the guidance and support to plan for growth 
and create a welcoming and friendly club environment for 
young people.

The topics include:
• Recruitment and retention 
• Membership offerings
• Getting your team together 
• Role of coaching
• Playing opportunities, handicapping and competitions
• Facilities and course set up
• Marketing
• Ideas for fundraising and much more.

Designed to support PGA Professionals and Coaches who 
are part of the LOVE Golf Futures network.

This resource empowers PGA Professionals and 
Coaches to create their own sessions and deliver quality 
experiences for young people of all ages and skill levels.

Materials include
• Philosophy of Futures
• Extensive library of golf games and activities
• Parent education resources
• Athletic development resources
• Marketing and promotional materials to promote your 

programmes.

Coaches Tool Kit Club Kit 



What does success look like? By 2023:

Goal 6 
A cohesive structure that utilises the best resources and 
partnerships.

A group will be 
established to 
advocate for young 
people, provide 
recommendations 
and be champions of 
the Futures strategy.

Establish 
partnerships that will 
contribute towards 
achieving our shared 
outcomes for young 
people (including 
District Associations, 
Professional Golfers 
Association of 
New Zealand, 
General Managers 
Association of New 
Zealand, Regional 
Sport Trusts, Local 
Councils, The Eagles 
Society).

Increase cumulative 
investment towards 
growing participation 
and enhancing the 
quality of experiences 
for young people.

Collaborate with 
organisations 
operating in the 
school sporting 
system to support 
quality experiences 
of young people.



Ambassadors



Everyone has his or her own story, our ambassadors are diverse in age, background and experience in golf. Some are 
beginners and others will have played their whole lives. However, what they will have in common is a LOVE for the game 
and a desire to share their experiences to inspire more young people and parents to give golf a go.  

Our existing LOVE Golf Ambassadors help increase the positive profile of golf as a sport of choice for families, popular 
secondary sport and a game that can be played for life. 

Futures Ambassadors

Izzy Dagg Lydia Ko Toni Street Phil and Kahu  
Tataurangi

Our Futures Ambassadors will be made up of young people and families from across New Zealand. 




